Introduction for PARSEL Meeting 2   -  14-16 May 2007 

1. Meeting in 2 parts. 

As per the PARSEL project document, each of the PARSEL meetings has 2 components: 

· a Business Meeting Component (on management, financial, partner reports etc) which is handled by Wolfgang as coordinator (WP1) and 

· a Workshop Component, coordinated by the University of Tartu as WP6. The following refers to the workshop component only.

2. Workshop Theme. 

The theme put forward in the PARSEL document for workshop 2 (Israel) is ‘formulating a model reflecting the variety of approaches to relevant science teaching covering a range of situations’  Illustrate the model through actual teaching exemplars. This workshop is thus seen as building on the guidelines for appropriate materials (suggested in Lisbon) and their classification (started in Lisbon and a deliverable for month 10) before finalising the model (deliverable for month 12). 
3. Involvement of All. 

In line with point 6.1.2 in the PARSEL document, all partners participate in the decision making and hence acceptance of the guidelines and classification is seen as an important part of the Israel meeting.

4. Reports from Partners. 

As part of the management process described in the PARSEL document (section 6.1.7), all partners need to put forward a written report on progress made. At the Israel meeting such a report will inevitably be short, but if a written submission is agreed (rather than having to rely on an oral report), the workshop time can focus on areas of concern and consensus development, rather than having to focus on constraints and individual partner issues (except of course where they affect management and form a component of the non-workshop meeting part of the program – see point 1 above).

5. Report contents. 

With respect to the workshop component, it is suggested the written report should include:

· Number of potential PARSEL materials identified and titles*.

· Title of material to present in the Israel meeting (probably only time to present1).
· Details of modifications to the collected materials needed to meet the agreed Guidelines (only possible during the Israel meeting).

· How the materials are classified (again to be undertaken in the workshop).

*materials need to be available in Israel, maybe via the PARSEL website
6. Inviting Others.  

As the workshop is intended as a professional component, the PARSEL document did envisage outsiders being invited to participate. By and large this provision is mainly geared at the host institution (as funding for such persons lies with the partner doing the inviting), but members may wish to bring additional personnel because of the PARSEL tasks they have been, or will be, involved.  For the host institution, however, only local costs are involved and hence they can take the opportunity to invite whoever they feel would be appropriate personnel to attend and participate in a PARSEL workshop. Teachers who have an interest to assist the evaluative and/or dissemination aspect of the materials may be particularly appropriate attendees.   
